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Objectives
This course, for which there is no prerequisite, addresses trends in the


consumption and production of food, and how these trends are expressed in the marketplace.  Specific objectives reflect this general focus on the economic system that allocates edible commodities and the resources used to produce same.
· To understand population dynamics of relevance to food demand.

· To relate changes in food demand to improvements in living standards.
· To examine the impacts of technological improvement both on agriculture and on the human and natural resources harnessed for crop and livestock production.

· To apply the concept of economic scarcity to the study of trends in food prices.

· To relate trade and specialization to economic progress, generally, and the alleviation of hunger, specifically.

· To appreciate that performance of the food economy depends on historical antecedents, environmental conditions, and other factors that vary from one part of the world to another.

Grading
Twenty percent of the course grade will be based on the midterm examination,

which will take place at the end of the fifth week of the quarter.  Another 30 percent will reflect performance on the final examination, which will be held during finals week.  Both tests will comprise multiple-choice and/or true-false questions.  The other 50 percent of the grade will be based on a term paper, which is the subject of a separate handout.  The grading scale for this course follows.
>92%     A

80-82%  B-

68-70%  D+
90-92%  A-

78-80%  C+

60-68%  D
88-90%  B+

72-78%  C

<60%     E
82-88%  B

70-72%  C-
Policies

Due Dates.  As explained in the handout on the writing assignment, points will

be deducted for late submissions without a proper excuse.  Likewise, a proper excuse is needed to take an examination after the scheduled date.

Attendance.  At various times, including perhaps twice during the same class session, attendance will be taken.  Any student who is absent without an excuse (e.g., note from a medical clinic, obituary notice for a relative who has passed away, etc.) when the roll it taken on three or more occasions will have his or her class grade lowered by 10 percentage points.  Attendance will be posted on the class web page.

Academic Misconduct.  Academic misconduct of any kind, including failure to cite bibliographic sources in the term paper, is unacceptable.  Faculty Rule 3335-5-54 requires that “each instructor shall report to the Committee on Academic Misconduct all instances of what he or she believes may be academic misconduct.”  If you have any doubts concerning this policy, it is up to you to consult the instructor.


Learning Disabilities.  Any student who feels he or she may need an accommodation because of disability should arrange with the instructor for a private discussion of his or her specific needs.  After this discussion, the Office of Disability Services (100 Pomerene, 292-3307) will be contacted so that suitable arrangements can be made.
Textbook
Douglas Southgate, Douglas Graham, and Luther Tweeten.  2005.   The Global


Food Economy.  Oxford:  Basil Blackwell.

Topical Outline and Reading Assignments

Week 1

Introduction.  Malthusianism and its critiques.


Chapter One.  Section 2.1 of Chapter Two.

Johnson, D.G.  2000.  “Population, Food, and Knowledge” American Economic Review 90:1, pp. 1-14.

Week 2

Trends in food demand.  Demographic transition.  Income growth and food
consumption.


Sections 2.2 through 2.6 of Chapter Two.

Week 3

How agricultural output is increased.  The introduction of hybrid crops in the
United States.  The Green Revolution.  Environmental consequences of
agricultural development.  Agribusiness’s Role in the Food Economy.


Chapter Three (not including appendix).


Rosegrant, M. et al.  1997.  “Water and Land Resources and Global Food



Supply,” International Food Policy Research Institute, Washington.

Week 4

Trends in food scarcity.  Price declines since Second World War.  Projections
for the twenty-first century.



Sections 4.3 and 4.4 of Chapter Four.

Week 5

Globalization and agriculture.  Food security.


Section 6.1 of Chapter Six.  Chapter Eight.



Runge, C.F.  2003.  Ending Hunger in Our Lifetime.  Baltimore:  Johns Hopkins



University Press.  Chapters Two and Three.

Midterm Examination.

Week 6

Synopsis of regional trends in the global food economy.


Chapter Nine.

Week 7

Affluent nations.  Asia.


Chapters Ten and Eleven.

Week 8

Latin America and the Caribbean.  Sub-Saharan Africa.


Chapters Twelve and Thirteen.

Week 9

Middle East and North Africa.  Eastern Europe and Former Soviet Union.


Chapters Fourteen and Fifteen.

Week 10
Emerging issues in the food economy.  Biotechnology.  Eradicating hunger.
The obesity epidemic.
Chapter Sixteen.



Duncan, E.  2003.  “Spoilt for Choice:  A Survey of Food,” The Economist,


13 December.
Final Examination.

